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EARLY HISTORY

1981 “Cannon Report” from the House of Representatives 
recommends system of secondary laboratories for NIST

Major restructuring, reduction in resources for Ionizing 
Radiation Division

Letters to NIST from US council on Energy Awareness, Health 
Physics Society, American Association of Physicists in 
Medicine expressing concern over NIST support for Ionizing 
Radiation Programs. 

NIST responds, offering to work collaboratively with 
organizations in the Radiation User Community – joint studies 
to evaluate priorities

1988

1989

1989



MORE HISTORY

1990 Difficulty of working one-on-one with many different 
organizations leads to idea of the Council

Broaden priority studies whole national radiation measurement 
system—users, tertiary and secondary laboratories, research 
organizations, NIST Example: CORM

Suggestions: Council to help coordinate written standards for 
Ionizing Radiation Measurements and Standards

Organizational meeting-- February 26, 1991

1990

1990

1991





REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CIRMS 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 26, 1991

John Masefield Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation, 
Unable to attend, statement presented by William McLaughlin

Peter R. Almond American Association of Physicists in Medicine

Glenn F. Knoll American Nuclear Society

Don Derr American Society for Testing and Materials

Marshall Parrott Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors

Kenneth Swinth Health Physics Society

Donald C. Fleckensteine Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers

Kenneth R. Kase National Council on Radiation Protection and Measurements

John D. Zimbrick Radiation Research Society

Anthony J. Berejka RadTech International North America (radiation curing)

William C. Eckelman Society of Nuclear Medicine

Felix Killar
Tabor Schubert

U.S. Council for Energy Awareness



REPRESENTATIVES TO THE CIRMS 
ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 26, 1991 (continued)
Greg R. Komp Department of Defense

R. Thomas Bell
Robert Loesch

Department of Energy

Alan Andersen
H. Thompson Heaton

Department of Health and Human Services

Gene Easterly Environmental Protection Agence

Carl Siebentritt Federal Emergency Management Agency

Walter Schimmerling
Michael Pawlowski

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Alan K. Roecklein Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Randall S. Caswell
Patrick Cooke
Bert M. Coursey
Elmer H. Eisenhower
Katharine B. Gebbie
James A. Grundl
Dale D. Hoppes
Chris E. Kuyatt
William L. McLaughlin
Francis J. Schima

National Institute of Standards and Technology



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
FIRST MEETING: JUNE 17, 1991

H. Thompson Heaton, Food and Drug Administration
Bill Eckelman, National Institutes of Health
Tony Berejka, RadTech International North America
Randall S. Caswell, NIST, Chairman

Established Executive Committee: President, First Vice‐President, Second Vice‐
President, Secretary‐Treasurer, NIST representative, with the Vice‐Presidents 
succeeding each other and the President on a one‐year basis. Elected officers should 
rotate among the three main constituencies: industry, academia, and government.

Elmer Eisenhower, NIST retiree, carried out may detailed functions: 

DRAFT by‐laws
Incorporation in Maryland
501 c3 tax‐exempt status from the IRS

Committee Structure was incorporated into the by‐laws.



GETTING ORGANIZED 
FIRST MEETING: JUNE 17, 1991

1991 Organizing Committee held 2 meetings 
On June 17 proposed a slate of officers

1992 Ballots mailed to participants in Organizational Meeting. Officers 
elected February 10 

1992 Officers and Organizing Committee meeting March 31. CIRMS 
turned over to officers

1992 Invitations to join sent in April 10 organizations, corporations, and 
individuals

1992 Inaugural Meeting scheduled for October 22‐23



COUNCIL ON IONIZING RADIATION 
MEASUREMENTS AND STANDARDS

OFFICERS: 1992 - 1993

President Marshall R. Cleland Radiation processing

1st Vice President Peter R. Almond Medical physics

2nd Vice President R. Thomas Bell Health physics

Secretary Elmer H. Eisenhower Measurement quality 
assurance (MQA)



PRESENTATIONS AT 
THE INAUGURAL MEETING

OCTOBER 22 and 23, 1992

Welcoming Remarks Katharine B. Gebbie
The Objectives of CIRMS Randall Caswell
Commonality of Measurements
and Standards Problems

Bert Coursey

Bringing Diverse Uses and Common
Interest Together

Peter Almond

CIRMS Functions and By‐Laws Elmer Eisenhower
CIRMS Committee Structure R. Thomas Bell
Committee Membership and 
Future CIRMS Activities

Marshall Cleland

Living with Radiation Eric J. Hall



PRESENTATIONS AT 
THE INAUGURAL MEETING

OCTOBER 22 and 23, 1992 (continued)

The Diversity of Ionizing Radiation Measurement Needs

Radiation Oncology Peter Almond

Diagnostic Radiology H. Thompson Heaton

Industrial Processing Harry Farrar

Industrial Radiography Harold Berger

Nuclear Energy Radioactivity Felix Killar

Nuclear Power Materials Dosimetry Charles Serpan

Defense Eric Kearsley

Radon Carl Gogolak

Environmental Radioactivity Kenneth Inn

Health Physics R. Thomas Bell

Nuclear Medicine William Eckelman







FUNCTIONS OF CIRMS

1. Forum for discussion of common problems

2. Gather information and articulate needs

3. Define and prioritize needed work, recommend actions

4. Provide information to the Radiation and Biomolecular Physics Division 
(formerly, NIST Ionizing Radiation Division)

5. Provide information and data to Secondary Standards Laboratories and 
Radiation Measurers

6. Disseminate information concerning written standards for ionizing 
radiation measurements

7. Hold or sponsor meetings, seminars, and workshops



PRESIDENTS OF CIRMS

1993 Marshall R. Cleland, IBA Industrial Inc

1994 Peter Almond, University of Louisville

1995 R. Thomas Bell, U.S. Dept. of Energy

1996 Anthony J. Berejka, Ionicorp+

1997 Larry A. DeWerd, University of Wisconsin

1998 Robert M. Loesch, U.S. Dept. of Energy

1999 Thomas W. Slowey, K&S Associates

2000 X. George Xu, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute

2001 Joseph C. McDonald, Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory.



PRESIDENTS OF CIRMS (continued)

2002 Arthur H. Heiss, Bruker BioSpin Corp.

2003 Geoffrey S. Ibbott, University of Texas, M.D. 
Anderson Cancer Center

2004 James A. Deye, National Cancer Institute

2005 R. Craig Yoder, Landauer, Inc.

2006 Mohamad Al‐Sheikhly, University of Maryland

2007 Shawna Eisele, Los Alamos National Laboratory

2008 Manny Subramanian, Best Medical International, Inc

2009 Nolan Hertel, Georgia Institute of Technology

2010 Kim Morehouse, U.S. Food and Drug Administration



CURRENT AND EXPECTED FUTURE 
PRESIDENTS OF CIRMS

2011 Chip Starns, Scan Tech Sciences, Inc.

2012 Roberto Uribe, Kent State University

2013 Christopher Sommers, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture















CIRMS AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT IN THE FIELD OF IONIZING 

RADIATION MEASUREMENTS AND STANDARDS
Award later named after first recipient

2000 Randall S. Caswell, National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)

2002 H. Thompson Heaton, Center for Devices and Radiological Health, U.S. FDA

2004 Anthony J. Berejka, Ionicorp+

2006 Kenneth L. Swinth, Swinth Associates

2007 Bert M. Coursey, NIST and Department of Homeland Security

2008 Larry A. DeWerd, University of Wisconsin

2009 Marshall R. Cleland, IBA Industrial , Inc.

2010 Geoffrey S. Ibbott, University of Texas, M.D. Anderson Center

2011 Kenneth G.W. Inn, NIST



SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF CIRMS
BROADLY-BASED

• National and International

• Industry, Universities, Government
(Presidency of CIRMS rotates among sectors)

• Subcommittees:
Medical Applications
Radiation Protection

(Occupational, Public, Environmental
Industrial Applications and Material Effects
Homeland Security

• Broad Sponsorship: ≈30 sponsors

• All measurement methods and standards included (in principle)





SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF CIRMS
CONTINUITY

• 2nd VP → 1st VP → President → Immediate Past President

• Semi-permanent officers & committee chairs



CIRMS COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

Executive Committee President: Chip Starns, ScanTech Sciences

1st Vice‐President: Dr. Roberto Uribe, Kent State 
University
2nd Vice‐President: Dr. Christopher Sommers, 
USDA/ARS
Immediate Past President: Dr. Kim Morehouse, US FDA

Secretary: Sander Perle, Mirion Technologies

Treasurer: Dr. Walter Viot, University of Texas, Dallas

NIST Representative: Dr. Lisa R. Karam

CIRMS Executive Secretary: Ms. Katy Nardy

President Emeritus: Anthony J. Berejka, Ionicorp+

NIST Administrative Assistant: Ms. Wanda Lease



CIRMS COMMITTEE STRUCTURE (continued) 

Science and Programs
Committee

Chair: Dr. Walter Voit, University of Texas at Dallas, 
Syzygy Memory Plastics

Subcommittees Medical Applications: Chairs are Dr. Larry DeWerd, 
University of Wisconsin, and Dr. Goeff Ibbott, 
University of Texas, M.D. Anderson Cancer Center

Homeland Security: David Taylor, TSA, and Dr. 
Michael Unterweger, NIST

Industrial Applications and Materials Effects: Hans 
J. Wiegert, Cryovac, Sealed Air Corp, and Jon 
Jansson, Baxter Healthcare Corp.

Radiation Protection: Drs. Kenneth Inn, and 
Michael Unterweger, NIST, and Eric Burgess, Idaho 
State University

Student Representatives: Ms. Charlotte Rambo, 
Texas A&M University, and Ms. Regina Kennedy, 
University of Wisconsin



SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF CIRMS

• Annual Meetings bring latest information and opportunities for 
informal discussion (forums and breakout sessions)

• Meetings and Workshops focus on specific problems (about 39)

• Develop National Needs reports (4 done, 1 in progress)

• Communication between Standards Labs and Users

Useful



EXAMPLES OF CIRMS CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
IMPORTANT PROBLEMS

National Air‐Kerma Standards for Mammography

Leadership in Irradiation Sanitization of Mail for the 
US Postal Service. 



SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF CIRMS
FORWARD-LOOKING

• Needs reports demand analysis of the future

• Student travel grant awards to encourage research and 
participation




